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check it, and so, in April, 1894, Webster and Company
went bankrupt with a debt of one hundred thousand
dollars, and the author, at the age of sixty, faced the
world a ruined man.
He faced it courageously, and with the announcement
that every cent owing should be paid. Now he learned
the affection in which his countrymen held him, for if
he had lost his affluence, their love still remained, as
was proved by the letters of sympathy which flowed in
from all directions. As soon as possible he rejoined his
wife and family who were at Etretat in France, and
there he finished the Personal Recollections of Joan of Arc,
written as though by a man of her own time. This was
a serious, historical book and Mark Twain thought it
his best work and cherished it above all others, for
though his fame and the wealth which had been his
were based on his ability to make people laugh, he
hated people to think of him as merely a funny man.
Unfortunately the majority of his readers did not agree.
To them Mark Twain was a great humorous writer and
they expected him to amuse them, so Joan of Arc, though
a fine, moving book, was not well received and did not
bring a great reward to the author.
But money had to be made to pay the debt and keep
his dear ones provided for, and the quickest way to
make it was by lecturing. So a round-the-world lecture
tour was planned. Beginning in America and Canada,
he took ship for Australia in August, 1895. From there
he went on to India and South Africa, and everywhere
he was greeted with honour and entertained nobly by the
highest in the land. Life was looking up again, affairs

